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“SPOTTED”  OR  “BLACK  FEVER.” 

There  are  few  diseases  more  dread¬ 
ed  than  spotted  or  black  lever — eere- 
bro-spinal  meningitis,  a  couple  of 
cases  of  which  are  reported  in  North 
Scranton.  It  was  in  his  efforts'  to 
save  the  life  of  a  friend  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  afflicted  with  this  disease,  that 
Dr.  Craig,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  promising  young  physicians  of 
the  Quaker  city,  contracted  the  mal¬ 
ady  and  this  week  died  from  its  effects. 

A  New  York  dispatch  today  says 
the  “spotted  fever”  or  cerebro  spinal 
meningitis,  is  so  prevalent  in  the  poor¬ 
er  districts  of  the  city  as  to  greatly 
alarm  the  health  department,  as  the 
physicians  do  not  know  how  to  treat 
it  successfully.  Last  year  there  were 
1,261  deaths  in  the  city  from  the  dis¬ 
ease,  last  week  there  were  78  deaths. 

The  disease  is  considered  incura¬ 
ble  or  if  the  patient  recovers  a 
sequel  follows  which  is  worse  than 
death,  resulting  in  insanity,  deformity 
or  weakness  of  some  nature.  Doctor 
Wolff,  of  the  Hartford  board  of  health, 
has  discovered  through  laboratory  ex¬ 
periments  that  cultures  of  the  menin¬ 
gococcus  were  killed  by  anti-diphthe¬ 
ric  serum.  Acting  on  this  hint,  he 
treated  with  injections  of  the  serum 
four  cases  of  meningitis,  and  they  all 
recovered.  Doctor  Waitzfelder,  of 
New  York,  being  on  service  at  Gou- 
veneur  hospital  at  the  beginning  or 
recurrence  of  the  present  epidemic  of 
“spotted  fever”  or  cerrebro-spinal 
meningitis  there,  resolved  on  a  trial 
of  this  treatment,  and  he  relates  his 
experience  in  the  Medical  Record. 
During  the  past  five  weeks,  he  writes, 
there  have  been  17  eases  under  obser¬ 
vation,  of  which  three  have  died,  five 
have  recovered  completely,  and  of  the 
nine ,  still  under  treatment  five  show 
such  marked  improvement  as  to  indi¬ 
cate  probable  recovery.  Of  the  re¬ 
maining  four  it  was  impossible  to 
make  a  prognosis  at  the  time  of  writ¬ 
ing.  When  this  is  contrasted  with 
the  record  of  1904,  when  there  were 
75  deaths  out  of  113  cases  in  the  hos¬ 
pital,  the  significance  of  the  figures 
is  apparent,  especially  as  Doctor 
Waitzfelder  notes  thus  far,  in  the 
cases  recovered,  an  absence  of  the  se¬ 
quelae  often  so  distressing.  He  sim¬ 
ply  records  his  own  clinical  experi¬ 
ence,  leaving  the  further  exposition 
of  the  subject  to  Doctor  Wolff,  to 
whom,  he  believes,  “belongs  the  cynlit 
of  having  discovered  the  remedy  for 
one  of  the  most  fatal  diseases  and  of 
having  placed  at  our  disposal  a  plan 
of  treatment  not  second  Jn  its  results 
to  the  antitoxin  treatment  of  diphthe¬ 
ria,  the  mortality  of  which,  by  its  use, 
has  been  lessened  about  two-thirds.” 

If  Doctor  Waitzfelder  has  been  so 
successful  in  his  treatment  of  the 
“spotted  fever”  as  above  declared,  how 
is  it  that  the  remedy  has  not  been  ac¬ 
cepted  and  applied  by  the  New  York 
hoard  of  health,  and  why  is  there  soj 
much  terror  and  alarm  as  evidenced 
editorially  and  otherwise  by  today’s 
New  York  papers.  It  is  always  well 
to  accept  “new  cures”  with  a  consid¬ 
erable  grain  of  salt. 
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